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HEM ¥OU THIMK, OF MILITARY PARMCHUTES, THE

firat thing that probably comeas to mind |e the image

of hundreds of paretroopers over the skies of

Mormandy in Waoedd War [l But the world hes

changed and =0 have the needs of both warlers and
peacakeeping. And the nawast products from Arbome Systams,
the Industry leadee, are definitaly not your father’s parachuta,

Today, the emphasis on parachutes is on precizion, whether the
mission is delivaring supplies or aven frash commandas 1o remota
ragions such as the mountains of Afghanistan, or bringing human-
itarian ralief to dangemus situations ke the crisis in Darfur,

That's why much of tha focus M Aidbome Systerrs, a global
cormparty combining some of the workd's mast famous names in
parachuting, is concentrated on two major parachule programs,
raplacing the U.S. Amy's aging T-10 non-sieerable parachules
and divileging "smart® cango delivery technology that can be used
Lo re-supply troops in remote, hazardous locations. For the T-10
replacament, the company's state-of-tha-art parechute design was
selected by the WS, Asmy under the ATPS (Advanced Tacticel
Parachuts Systerm) program. A new ATPS parachute system was
neaded to accommodate troops camying more equipmant end
heavier welghts onto the battiefield. ATPS is tha largast program in
the history of the industry and rapresents a significant technoogi-
cal achievamant in parechute design. For “smant” cargo delivery
gysterms the ULE. Ammy selected Arborme Systerms to provide its
“FiraFly" 2K product under a program known as JPADS (oint
Precision Aerial Defivery System), The LLS, Ay has named this
program JPADS, for Jomt Pracision Aarial Delivary System), and
they usa global posiioning svsterns) 1o "steer” cange ol varying
sizes and weights o the farget location,

“IF you look at the curent military actions compared to the
actions from years ago, you'll see a change from mass troop Insar-
tions to more whan warlare type of missions as well as peace
keeping roles, disaster and humanitarien eelied” explained
Elizabath Johnson, the executive vice president of sales for
Airborne Systems, which Is headguartared in Pennsauken, M.J.
“It's a different type of mission, which is evarchanging, and they
maed aquipment t2 ge aleng with theat.”

MILITARY FRIENDS

Airborme Systams works with militaries from all over the globe, and
in fact company officials anan't able fo disclose all of the counlries
that it doss busness with, The firm has several major coniracts
with tha United States military, nchuding a nearly S8 million con-
tract with the LLS, Army Aesearch, Development and Enginearing
Command in Natick, Mass,

In ackition to its considerable miltary work, Alrborme Systems
sells high-performance parachutes 10 the Berospace INdustry,
as well as the United States space program. This year,
Airtorna Byaterna, long o holding fiern for oowvoral woll nown
parachule brands, s strearniining it oparations into two man busi-
ness nits.

Gary Calvanasa, the company’s axecutive vice president of mar-
keting, =ald the plen is for Arborne Systems, which is now com-
prised of four companies, krvin Aergspace, Irin-GOQ, Irvin

Pictured lalt: The U5, Army's latest: the Achenced Tactical Parachubes
Sywlam ATPS)
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rnakics 6nd sall high-paromance

Aerospace Canada, and Para-Flite, to ra-align into two divisions:
Airborne Systems Morth America, which would be based in
Pennsauken, M., and Airborme Systems Europs, located in
Langainar, Wales,

"W expect the realignemant of our business units to positiely
impact product quality and customer servioe, and improve

global communications while providing our customers with high
quality,” Catvaneso said. He added that the plan should realize
significant cost eavings from combining admintstrathe functions,
sich as secounting and purcheaing, while giving & stronger focug
o the sakes organization. Manufacturing, he added, shoud be
langaly unaffected.

The realignmant of Airborme Syatems will allow the carmpany 198
leverage the strengths of each of the verous production facllities
and share production where epproprieta. It's tha next stage in g
history that closaly tracks the development of the parachute itsel S
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The company’s roots go all the way back to Leslie Irdn, a legendany
slunt man from the early days of Hallwaod who workad with the
Aty 1o hedp devalop parachutes shortly alter Waeld War | and ook
the very first free-fal jump on April 29, 1919, That same year, the
Irding Air Chute Cormpany was formed in Bulfalo, MY,

ACROSS THE POKD

Neamwhibe, in England, James Gregory and S Raymond Quittar
formesf @ rivial coenpany In 1832, end In the years keading up to
Woard \War 11, it plonesred emengency ejection systems for pilots,
Thair corngany kater became a part of Airbomma Systems under the
name krvin-G0. To this day, Akbome Systams units play a unigue
roli in gesigning ejection systams.

Meanwhiie, Alrbome Systems continues to innovate neary 90
yaars after Ita founding, Last year, the Pennsauken-tased enginesr-
Ing team suctessfully completed a tast drop with a new self-guided
cango dakvary system consisting of thi largast ram air panachite eves
ficwm. The system, called the MagaFhy, ¢ian canmy ower 26,000 pounds.
of cargo and is intendied ko defiver supoies to mililany urits.

Company officials said these new kinds of state-of-the-ant para-
chutes aran't just for aging wartare, bud could be paticularty use-
fulin ralief missions, during disasters such & those that took place
after the 2004 tsumami in South Asia as wed a3 after hurricane
Hatrina hare at homi,

“hin they have to diop a parachute and thei cengo, it depletes
thiair inwentory, and thal is quite a lamge coat” Johneon axplained.
Thery comie bo us bo find lowercost altemetives to cargo para-
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